DRAFT
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting – Snelston – 20th May 2019

Held in the Reading Rooms at 7.30 pm

Attendance – 22 residents with 5 apologies.  District Councillor Andrew Shirley and County Councillor Steve Bull were welcomed to the meeting.  

1.  Minutes  of the last meeting, 23rd April 2018, were agreed (proposed Britt Westhall, seconded Anne Woods).

2.  Matters Arising – the Chairman listed briefly the issues that had been resolved during the year, including signage on Virginsalley, pothole and other lane repairs, construction of a new notice board (with the help of grants from the DDC and the DDDC), fibre optic broadband brought to the village, Brook Lane drain repair (with help from Charles Stanton).  Thanks were expressed to our Councillors for their assistance in resolving these issues.

3.  Annual Governance Procedures – Andrew Grenville introduced the annual submission sent to our External Auditors, explaining his role as Internal Auditor and telling the meeting that in his judgement we had followed correct procedures and processes throughout the year.  David Woods gave his report as Responsible Financial Officer on the previous year’s financial activities. The following decisions were taken: –

3.1 The meeting certified itself exempt from a limited assurance review. 

3.2 The meeting approved the Annual Governance Statement 2018 / 19 (proposed Carole Stewart, seconded Britt).

3.3 The meeting approved the Accounting Statements for 2018 / 19 (proposed Carole, seconded Britt).

and all documents for the submission were signed.


The Chairman explained that the period for the Exercise of Public Rights will run from Monday 3rd June to Friday 12th July 2019, during which time the full submission may be examined by any member of the public, by visiting the village website, https://snelston.com, or by arrangement with the Chairman, sfparsons@btinternet.com. 


The Chairman reminded the meeting of her intention to step down at this meeting which had been announced earlier in the year, outlined the basic requirements of the position, and appealed once again for someone to come forward to take up this responsibility.  

4.  Parish Organisations
 - 


a.  Tammy Shirley gave the report on the Parish Church, describing the past year’s activities, the significance of the church for everyone in the village whether avowedly religious or not, and the heavy financial burden that is borne by small parishes.  Upkeep of the building has required expensive repairs due to theft of lead from the roof, the church yard needs to be mown and kept tidy, and the church must pay its assigned share of the diocesan budget.  She told us of forthcoming summer fundraising events and expressed appreciation also for a donation received from the Reading Rooms.  


b.  Steve Alton led the annual general meeting of the Reading Rooms, giving a brief explanation of its main purposes within the village and a resume of last year’s events .  His financial report demonstrated the success of these efforts and was accepted with admiration.  The two trustees, Steve and David, and the existing committee members were all willing to serve again and were duly re-elected.  Events for the coming months were described.   A card was given to Carole in appreciation for her years of service to the Reading Rooms, and thanks expressed to Rae Alton for directing the superb redecoration and purchase of new furniture.  
5.  Planning Applications – (since April 2018, beginning with the most recent)

a. Land south of Headlow Fields Farm, Windmill Lane - proposed open plan agricultural
building to house/feed livestock, store fodder and implements - 

b.  Land south of barn, Virginsalley - outline application for erection of agricultural worker's

dwelling, with approval sought for access -

c.  The Orchards, Virginsalley - removal of restrictions on outdated order

d.  The Elms - Single storey side extension and rear porch to side – permitted

e.  Knaveholme Cottage - Conversion of barn to dwelling house with single storey extension

and associated alterations to access and creation of driveway and parking area – permitted

f.  Snelston House - single/two storey extension and alterations to dwelling – permitted

g.  Headlow Fields Farm - erection of agricultural building to house and feed livestock

and for storage – permitted

h.  Knaveholme Cottage - demolition of outbuildings, erection of single storey rear   extension, two storey side extension, construction of double garage - refused/appealed/extensions permitted, garage refused

i.  Anacre Hill Farm - extension to existing farm building – permitted

6.  Reports from our Councillors

a.  Andrew Shirley offered his help as in the past with issues of concern within the parish, and explained that the DDDC will be focussed particularly on its market towns during the coming year.  A brief discussion ensued in which residents expressed their disappointments and frustrations with the state of the shops, parking facilities, and obvious lack of imagination in the development of Ashbourne.  


b.  Steve Bull reported on developments within the County Council and offered advice to residents about the signs of collapse on the Brookside footpath, and the dreadful state of the Sprinkswood to Clifton footpath.  Residents were encouraged to write fully to him about the latter so that he can bring pressure to bear on the relevant officers.  
7.  Parish Activities

a.  Anne reported on the work of the defibrillator committee which has raised £2000 towards the cost of purchasing and installing a defibrillator for the parish.  It is to be sited just beside the porch of the Reading Rooms, visible to the lane, with lighting so it can be used at night.  This effort has been a great success, kicked off with a fundraiser that was lots of fun, and many residents now expressing their wish to be trained to use the equipment.  Well done to all.


b.  Paul Roberts told the meeting about a new group he is setting up as part of a national endeavour to Contact the Elderly.  After explaining how the scheme works, he spoke of the extensive contacts he has developed in Ashbourne in order to put all the necessary pieces together – hosts, drivers and guests – and is nearly ready to launch the scheme in Snelston during the summer.  Yet another sign of this parish’s lively community spirit.
8.  Correspondence – at this point the Chairman introduced two visitors to the meeting, Wendy and Brian Morris.  Wendy had contacted the Chairman by email the previous week to offer memorials of two of her ancestors as a gift to the village.  The family lived on Cackle Hill and two of their sons died within a month of each other on the Somme.  Their names are on the War Memorial.  The figures are from the Shrouds of the Somme exhibition, with names and dates of death of the two men.  It was agreed that these should be given to the parish church for display.  
The meeting closed at 8.50 pm.  
